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whole, or the major portion of their cane requirements and
operate their own tramway systems to transport it.
The preceding survey of the climatic conditions in the
different provinces and states of peninsular India shows that
there is no cold season and frost to restrict the growth of the
cane in the south except in the extreme north of the Bombay
province.   On account of the extremes of the climate, the
planting season in the main sugar-cane belt of northern India
is confined to two or three months from February to April.
But in southern India the climate is so favourable that the
cane can be planted practically throughout the year.   In the
province of Bombay and the Mysore State there are two defi-
nite planting seasons: the adsali crop is planted in June and
July while the plant cane is planted mostly in January,   In
the province of Madras the  planting  season   extends from
March to September.   Usually the cane is planted in March
and April, but in Bellary, Ganjam and the upland tracts of the
Godavari  the  crop is planted in  May  and   June.   In the
Coimbatore district there is also a second planting season
lasting from July to September.   The climate enables the
adsali crop to remain on the ground for nearly 18 months
without flowering and thus to receive the benefit of two suc-
cessive monsoons.   Under favourable conditions the plant and
the adsali crops can give from 45 to 55 and from 70 to 80 tons
of cane per acre respectively.   These yields are more than
double of what may be expected in northern India.
On account of climatic factors the crushing season is also
itiuch longer in the tropical region than in the north. Ac-
cording to the Report of the Tariff Board (1938), the average
of the actual number of working days of the central sugar
factories for three years for the tropical region was 132 days
as against 128 days for the sub-tropical region. One or two
factories in the Bombay Deccan worked in 1935-36 for as many
as 180 days and a factory in the Mysore State carried on the
work of crushing for 264 days.6 The following table showing
the average monthly cane crushings based on the quantities
of cane crushed in typical factories during the four years from
1935-36 to 1938-39, gives a fair idea of the crushing season in
different parts of the country:
6 Report of the Indian Tariff Board on Sugar (1938), p. 8L
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